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At the Cabinet-meeting to-day, Seward read a letter
from the late Mexican Minister, Romero, stating he would
meet Seward at Vera Cruz and escort him to Mexico, etc.,
etc. Seward is alarmed for the future, and intends to
escape from any participation in the approaching election.

He read a letter from a Mr. Sherman of Utica, stating
that Roscoe Conkling had recommended him, Sherman,
for Collector. Seward indorsed the nomination and
wanted Sherman appointed. It would gratify Conkling.
I doubted its expediency without farther advice, but Sew-
ard was persistent. McCulloch is inclined to make the
appointment on Seward's assurance. I have no faith in it.

On the subject of alleged disturbances South, Schofield
said they seem altogether exaggerated; that in Virginia
there was now less crime than in Massachusetts.

September 1, Tuesday. The subject of selling a gunboat
to an agent of the Haytian Government was brought for-
ward. In a recent sale of vessels at Portsmouth, the Mara-
tanza was bid off by a person who avers that he bought it
for Hayti. I assumed that my duty was ended when the
vessel was sold and we had the pay. Whether the State
or Treasury Departments would object to granting him or
others a clearance were matters not for me to determine.
My views were approved in Cabinet, and Seward said no
one could object, or would be heard in opposition, to a sale
to the Haytian Government; a sale to the rebels would be
another thing and might raise a question.

Seward expressed great desire to go to the Rocky
Mountains. Urges the President to make the trip with
him. I judge there has been previous conversation on the
subject. The President gave no definite answer. Said he
was embarrassed as to any movement by the proposed
session of Congress which Morgan and Schenck might
convene. He could go nowhere till that was decided.
SeWard said if they went to the Rocky Mountains that
would be decisive. The Radicals would not feome here